
WELCOME
BEM VINDO
TRAVEL WITH TEXAS: VIRTUAL
TRADE MISSION WITH BRAZIL

Travel with Texas brings you a virtual trade mission
to Brazil. Texas REALTORS® is partnering with
COFECI and Secovi-SP to spotlight Brazil's real
estate markets. This trade mission will be packed
with both residential and commercial expertise.
Texas REALTORS® welcomes you on this
international journey to learn, network, and expand
your business horizons across the world.

WITH GREAT PLEASURE
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Texas REALTORS® is proud to welcome you to our inaugural Travel with Texas to
Brazil: A Virtual Trade Mission with COFECI and Secovi-SP. Brazil was recognized for
the first time in the 2020 Texas International Homebuyers Report as one of the top
three countries for inbound international homebuyers in Texas, representing 12% of
the state's inbound activity. We are delighted to partner with COFECI and Secovi-SP,
NAR’s bilateral partners in Brazil, to facilitate this international education exchange.

Texas REALTORS® has a long-standing mission to serve our members, advance our
industry, and strengthen our global communities. We remain committed to offering
the most relevant information on international trends, serving the global
demographics within Texas, and encouraging cross-border collaboration. With these
strategic goals in mind, we’ve taken the collective challenge presented by the global
pandemic as an opportunity to connect and forge new relationships with individuals
across the world.

Welcome Letter from Texas REALTORS®

Travis Kessler, 
President/CEO
Texas REALTORS®

Marvin Jolly, 
2021 Chairman of the Board
Texas REALTORS®

On behalf of Texas REALTORS®, we thank you for joining our Travel with Texas to
Brazil trade mission and for your help in advancing the real estate industry in Texas
and worldwide.

Sincerely,
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The South Florida housing market is booming! Broward, Palm Beaches & St. Lucie
REALTORS® is the third largest local REALTOR® association in the U.S., representing over
35,000 REALTORS® and 37,000 Multiple Listing Service (MLS) subscribers. South Florida
was propelled by market shifts in the last year, and buyers from all corners of the world
are flocking to the Sunshine State to invest in Broward, Palm Beach, and St Lucie
counties. Global REALTORS® are equipped to assist all buyers with virtual technologies,
resources, and tools in multiple languages, including Portuguese and Spanish. They are
poised to collaborate with international referral partners who have customers seeking
resort-style properties, commercial enterprises, and other U.S. property investments. You
are always among friends at Broward, Palm Beaches & St. Lucie REALTORS®. Find our
Global REALTORS® online today at GlobalRealtorsAlliance.com. They are ready to partner
with you!

The MIAMI Association of REALTORS® (MIAMI) is the largest local REALTOR® association in
the U.S. and the second largest in the world, serving over 54,000 real estate professionals
across South Florida. MIAMI is celebrating 101 years of excellent training, outstanding
service, and exceptional member support. MIAMI has official partnerships with 223
international organizations worldwide, the most of any REALTOR® association in the U.S.
These alliances create business opportunities for MIAMI members, enhance Miami’s global
position, and strengthen the local real estate market and economy. MIAMI is home to one
of the most successful international councils in the world and is the first National
Association of REALTORS® Diamond Global Council. MIAMI’s Global Property Exchange
(GlobalPropX) features MIAMI Partner Property Searches worldwide, all on one platform and
provides even more global exposure for MIAMI member listings. MIAMI properties are linked
to more than one million professionals worldwide, and MIAMI properties are featured on
global property portals Proxio Pro, Juwaii, Realtor.com, International MLS, and more. Learn
about our local Global Referral Network, foreign partners, global market research and more  
at www.MiamiRealtors.com/global.

Our Partnering Ambassador Associations 

DIONNA HALL,  CEO
RWORLD.COM

TERESA KING,  CEO 
MIAMIREALTORS.COM
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https://globalrealtorsalliance.com/
https://www.miamirealtors.com/global/


Conselho Federal di Corretores de Imóveis, or COFECI, is organized into 26
regional councils known as CRECI. COFECI was created by the need to
organize real estate and prevent the unethical exercise of professional
activity. Known in English as the Brazilian Federal Council for Real Estate
Professionals, COFECI is the largest and oldest real estate organization in
South America, celebrating almost 60 years of existence. It consists of a
Federal Council and 25 Regional Councils of real estate professionals
throughout Brazil, and it regulates and supervises a profession of great
relevance to the development of the nation. Consisting of around 400,000
professionals and 50,000 real estate business intermediation companies,
COFECI provides a movement in the real estate market that supports the civil
construction production chain, which represents 18% of the Brazilian GDP.
COFECI promotes the realization of the greatest dream of each Brazilian —
the dream of homeownership.

ABOUT COFECI
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Learn more about COFECI.

https://www.cofeci.gov.br/


Secovi-SP is a São Paulo based association representing developers and
professionals who dedicate themselves to promoting a better performance
of real estate activities on a sustainable basis through advocating for
public policies that meet the needs of the population for affordable
housing. Secovi-SP began in 1946 and fulfills its commitment to the State
of São Paulo through the development of the urban sector alongside
public, corporate, and mainstream partners. Today, more than 90,000
companies are represented by Secovi-SP. Its operations take place
through vice presidencies and boards of directors in the areas of
development, subdivisions, commercialization, real estate management
and condominiums, technology, sustainability, interior, and shopping
centers. In addition to strong institutional action, Secovi-SP prepares and
disseminates relevant content and information among real estate
companies, such as surveys, indices, and legislation. Secovi-SP offers
knowledge and tools for the sector to develop, strengthen, and satisfy the
needs of the population.

ABOUT SECOVI-SP
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Learn more about Secovi-SP.

https://www.secovi.com.br/


Geography

Usually the sellers 
pay commission fees.

Let's talk money

Brazil has 27 states.

São Paulo, the largest city in the southern
hemisphere, is historic and new, all at
once. Skyscrapers and high-end hotels sit
side-by-side, and the Centro section is 
 the city’s charming old town.

1 Brazilian Real equals
0.19 U.S. Dollar.

What is the home
ownership rate?
As of 2018, there are a total of
60 million houses in the
country. Of the 60 million
houses, 16% are rented, 7.5%
are assigned, 76.2% are owned
and 0.3% are in other
conditions of occupation.

Main property
portal?

The main property
portal for consumer
property searches is 
ZAP-VIVA REAL.

Commission fees —
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In 2020, the price per sq.
meter in São Paolo was
$4,833, which is less than the
top three U.S. metros.

who pays them?

The second leading inbound destination
for Brazilian buyers is Texas. 

Known for its islands and white sandy
beaches, Brazil offers 4,655 miles (7,491
kilometers) of Atlantic coast.

https://www.expedia.com/Sao-Paulo.d180023.Destination-Travel-Guides
https://www.zapimoveis.com.br/?utm_medium=texto-url&utm_source=site-grupo-zap
https://www.vivareal.com.br/?utm_source=site-grupo-zap&utm_medium=texto-url&_ga=2.53891691.257432210.1623678034-1967910139.1623678034
https://www.expedia.com/Sao-Paulo.d180023.Destination-Travel-Guides


João Teodoro da Silva is the president of the COFECI-CRECI
System. He started his career as a real estate broker in 1972.
Having graduated in Law and Mathematical Sciences, he was a
teacher of Mathematics, Physics and Drawing at PUC / PR. He is
a technician in Buildings and Data Processing and has several
university extension courses from Fundação Getúlio Vargas.
He’s also a Master's student in neurosciences at PUC-RS. He
was president of Creci-PR for three consecutive terms,
president  of  the  Union  of  Real Estate Brokers of Paraná from 

Luiz Fernando Pinto Barcellos was born in Porto Alegre, RS,
Brazil and is the son of Americo Aureo Barcellos and Lenir Maria
Pinto Barcellos. He graduated as a Civil Engineer from
Engineering School UFRGS and received a Bachelor's Degree in
law from Unirondon MT. He has been practicing real estate
since 1980, became a real estate appraiser in 2006, and is
currently the owner of Barcellos Inteligencia Imobiliaria EIRELI.
Barcellos served as regional counselor of CRECI-MT (Conselho
Regional de Corretores de Imoveis)  from  1982  to  2021,  federal 

JOÃO TEODORO DA S ILVA 

MEET THE SPEAKERS
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L U I Z  B A R C E L L O S  

counselor from 1998-2021, vice president of RE Appraisals with COFECI, a member of
NAR's board of directors in 2021, and has served as a CIPS instructor (Portuguese
and Spanish) since 2017. Barcellos holds CIPS, ABR, SRS, and AHWD designations. 

1984 to 1986, and director of the Federation of Commerce of Paraná. He has been
working at COFECI since 1991, when he became a federal counselor, and has been
president since 2000.



ACRAM RAJAB 
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Hugo Bueno is a part of the National Association of
REALTORS® and CRECI. He has his CIPS (Certified International
Property Specialist), ABR (Accredited Buyer’s Representative),
SRS (Seller Representative Specialist) designations, and RENE
(Real Estate Negotiation Expert) certification.

helped in real estate financing for projects. Rajab is a part of RE/MAX in Santa
Catarina and offers other entrepreneurs the same level of knowledge and expertise
that he had the opportunity to receive. He is helping to transform the careers and
lives of brokers, entrepreneurs, clients, and their families.

HUGO BUENO

Acram Rajab is a specialist in helping entrepreneurs transform
the local real estate market and applying world best practices.
He started his real estate career in Florida in 2004 at Keyes
Company of REALTORS®  in Fort Lauderdale, where he
received his CIPS designation. He returned to Brazil and
opened a real estate office in 2008 in the city of Ilhéus BA. In
2009, Rajab opened the first real estate financing company in
the city (Correspondent Caixa) where he worked for
construction and  development  companies  in  the  region  and



Raffaella Zampieri Bof has a law degree from Mackenzie
University (São Paulo-SP, Brazil), with one subsequent
graduate study and post-graduation course in Real Estate Law
from Secovi University (São Paulo-SP, Brazil). She has over 10
years of experience in the real estate market and in real estate
law. She is currently the owner and director of two companies:
Rara Imoveis, a real estate agency in São Bernardo do Campo-
SP, in the metropolitan area of São Paulo, Brazil; and Rara
Coworking, a coworking space  in  the  same  location.

RAFFAELLA ZAMPIERI  BOF
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She is driven by a passion for community; she is the creator of a coworking space
that focuses on changing the way people work and connect to each other by several
interaction mechanisms. She is a member of the Group of New Entrepreneurs (GNE)
of Secovi-SP, and has a Master's Degree in Design for Social Impact from the Paris
College of Art (2021). She is a coordinator of several innovative projects, including
Rara Meetups, a project about the journey of startup, the digital market, and the
challenges of entrepreneurship. She is founder of the Rara Women Ahead Meetups
Project, and is organizer of the startup Weekend (ABC Women’s Edition) of TechStar
(a U.S. based startup accelerator). She also work son projects related to real estate
market innovation within the Secovi-SP.



KAREN JOHNSON 

education from 2014 to 2016. She has achieved many industry accomplishments,
such as being awarded the CCIM Scholarship in 2014 and graduating the Greater Fort
Lauderdale REALTORS® Leadership Academy in 2014. She was awarded "Commercial
REALTOR® of the Year" in 2017. Johnson also believes in community involvement.
She served on the Innovation Zone for School District of Parkland – North Advisory
Council and Gifted Advisory for school zone and co-chair of Relay for Life Team.  She
is fueled by passion and her focus in 2021 is a unified focus on teamwork that
exemplifies professionalism in our industry, education and advocacy. 

Karen Johnson serves as the 2021 president of the Broward,
Palm Beaches and St. Lucie REALTORS®. She has over 28 years
of commercial and residential real estate sales and financing
experience. She holds a Bachelor’s of Science from St. John’s
University, NY, and an MBA from Nova Southeastern University.
Before transitioning to real estate sales, Johnson held several
senior-level vice president positions in commercial real estate
banking. She is a CCIM candidate. For CCIM, Johnson served as
a director in 2014 and 2017. She was also the  NAREB director of

Teresa King Kinney is Chief Executive Officer of the 54,000-
member Miami Association of Realtorsâ (MIAMI), the largest local
REALTOR® association in the nation. MIAMI is celebrating 101
years of service to the industry, the public, and the community.
The association also hosts the prestigious Global Real Estate
Congress annually, and has partnerships with 223 international
organizations throughout the world. Kinney has served in
numerous leadership positions for the state and national
associations  of  REALTORS®,  as  well  as  other  state  and  local

TERESA KINNEY
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organizations and has been a leader in international real estate for over 25 years.
Kinney is a noted speaker and consultant on leadership, association management,
and international real estate. She has presented numerous leadership and
professional development seminars at state, national and international association
meetings across the U. S. and worldwide. She has received an extensive number of
prestigious awards, including most recently the William R. Magel Award of
Excellence, the highest distinction NAR bestows on association executives.



Leuri Zibetti serves as a 2021 NAR Global Ambassador to Brazil.
She is on several committees for the Utah Central Association
of REALTORS®. She is the past president for the Utah network of
the Women's Council of REALTORS®, is current state treasurer
for Utah State Board Women's Council of REALTORS®, and
served on the 2019 Budget and Finance Committee of the
National Women's Council of REALTORS®. Zibetti participated in
a recent trade mission to Serbia to discuss best practices in
property management at their Real Estate Cluster Conference in
April in conjunction with the Women's Council of REALTORS®. 

LEURI  Z IBETTI
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BETHSY SACHS

As Manager for Global Business & Alliances | Engagement,
Bethsy Sachs oversees communication with NAR’s 5,000
international REALTOR® members in more than 72 countries
and provides support to the 100 cooperating associations in
those 72 countries that have strategic partnerships with NAR.
She is the main point of contact for all bilateral partner
leadership teams, builds relationships with senior-executives
and staffl and is responsible for ensuring global partners’ needs
are    addressed.   Sachs    is    the    staff    liaison   to   NAR’s   20

cooperating associations in LATAM and works closely in the implementation of NAR’s
initiatives in those countries. She is also responsible for welcoming international
delegates to NAR’s annual Conference & Expo and assists in the coordination of
global events during the conference. Sachs joined NAR in 1998 and is based at the
association's headquarters in Chicago. She is trilingual in English, Portuguese, and
Spanish, and enjoys working with all of NAR’s bilateral partners and REALTORS® who
are interested in NAR’s Global programs.
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Ileana currently serves as the NAR Global Coordinator for South
America, and she’s a Broker Associate at REMAX Affinity Plus in
Marco Island, Florida. She has a passion for Global Real Estate
and works with NAR Global Alliances South America team to
bring awareness of the importance and recognition of the real
estate profession with bilateral partners and the power to the
REALTOR® brand. After getting her license in 2010, she obtained
her first NAR CIPS designation in the summer of 2010; since
then she  has  been  involved  with  and  part  of  the  NAR  Global

ILEANA BOGAERT

Business & Alliances. She has served as the president’s liaison to Colombia since
2012, and served as the global ambassador to Brazil, Colombia, and Chile until 2020.
Bogaert received the 2013 "Outstanding NAR President’s Liaison Award" for her work
and initiatives with Colombia. She’s an NAR faculty member instructor for the CIPS,
ABR, and SRS designations. She’s a member of the NAR Global Business & Alliance
Advisory Board, a Global Business Alliance Committee member, 2020 president of the
Marco Island Area Association of REALTORS®, 2013 Florida REALTORS® Leadership
Academy graduate, and 2021 Florida REALTORS® Global Council member, among
others. She has previously worked in international sales and marketing with Moen
Incorporated in the international department. In 2000, Bogaert was transferred to
Brazil to direct and manage the operation and distribution center for Moen’s
subsidiary in São Paulo, Brazil. After doing business in Brazil, she was transferred
back to North Olmstead, Ohio, to her next international assignment expanding and
developing business opportunities in Mexico. Bogaert fell in love with Brazil and
decided to move back to São Paulo and travel throughout South America for six
months. In 2005, she settled in Marco Island Florida and decided to get her real estate
license in 2010. After extensive traveling and living abroad, she relates and
understand the importance of international business culture; she easily connects
with her international customer base, and enjoys working with foreign buyers, sellers
and investors to help them achieve their real estate dreams. She’s fluent in English,
Spanish, and Portuguese. She has lived in Mexico, New York, Ohio, Brazil, and was
born and raised in Merida, Yucatán, Mexico.



RIO GRANDE DO NORTE
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SNEAK PEEK

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KRtp1EQhLcc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KRtp1EQhLcc


WE LOOK FOWARD TO SEEING YOU!

June 22 at 2 p.m. CDT


